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120 DAYS; NO DECLARATION
OF LGA RESULTS IN KOGI STATE

BACKGROUND
Democracy is the best form of
government and elections play a pivotal
role in a system of representative
democracy. It also serve as ingredient of
development, where it is properly
conducted, that encourage inclusivity
and participation of all.
It is worrisome, that the current
government in Kogi State deliberately
refused to conduct Local Government
elections since the expiration of elected
local government chairman and
councillors since 2016. All hope where
put in place when the current Kogi State
Independent Electoral Commission was
constituted in the first quarter of 2020.
The commission on September 9th,
2020 release a timetable which
stipulated that elections shall be
conducted in the 21 Local Governments
and 239 wards. The election was held as
stipulated on the timetable with all
forms of electoral malpractices which
does not meet international standard of
conducting election in this century.

Idris Miliki Abdul

of those engaged during that period,
that performed one role or the other are
yet to be paid their entitlements, which
is an act of corruption by Kogi State
Government. Despite the huge amount
provided in the 2020 budget. For the
purpose of record, research and
documentation, transparency and
accountability. We call on the Kogi State
Independence Electoral Commission
and the States Government to release
without further delay the statistics and
data of the local government councils
elections conducted on the 12
December 2020.

Local government councils elections in
Kogi state, 120 days. After no results :
The elections conducted into the local
government councils in kogi state on the
12 December 2020. The State
Independence electoral commission
SIEC is yet to release the results to the
public. Despite colossal amount claim to
have been spent on that kangaroo
elections, in a digital age by the state
government, KOSIEC in the state have no
website. Investigation carried out and Elections are the heart-beat of
the complaint receive by CHRCR, many democracy, that gives opportunity for
people to make choices, in electing their
own leaders and representatives.
//3//

The Perspective Vol. 6

No. 1 April, 2021

inaugurated on 14th December, 2020.
We demand without further delay, the
results of the local government councils
elections conducted on the 12
December 2020. From all the polling
Unit, Wards and Local Government. As it
has been the practiced by
Independence Electoral Commission
INEC that conducted Elections that
brought in the present Governor of Kogi
state. Alhaji Yahaya Bello.

Results is an outcome of an activities
between different persons, groups and
parties. It will be recalled, that the Kogi
State Independence Electoral
Commission (KOSIEC) conducted
elections to the local government
councils on the 12december 2020. And
Up till now, results have not been
published or released in 120 days after.
The present government in the state,
refused to conduct elections in to the
local government councils, since it came
into power on the 27 January 2016, until
12 December 2020 and yet, the citizens
who's tax is being used to perform
government activities could not see the
results of the election claim to have
brought the council officials that was
Z/4//

The 1999 constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as amended, Section
7 (1) says, Local Government Council in
Nigeria shall be democratically put in
place, can we therefore says, the
current LGA council in Kogi State, are
they democratically put in place? when
in 120 days the citizens of Kogi State are
yet to lay their hands on the results that
putthem in place.
Can a winner be declare in an Election,
when there were no results? as there
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REPORT OF THE 1-DAY STAKEHOLDERS STRATEGIES
MEETING ON OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP (OGP)
IN KOGI STATE ORGANIZED RY CHRCR
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CENTRE LSD
on Monday 12th April, 2021 at Halims Hotel, Lokoja
BACKGROUND
In Kogi state, despite various efforts by
organizations particularly Civil Society
Organizations in advocating to
government and its agencies to key into
this global initiative, such efforts are yet
to yield the desired result. The need for
review of ideas and strategies to improve
the ongoing efforts to get government,
civil society organizations, media and the
generality of the citizens to get involved
in this laudable global concept, towards
improving Accountability and
Transparency in governance.
OBJECTIVE OF THE MEETING
To encourage Accountability,
Transparency and to reduce
corruption in Kogi State.
To build on the existing Networks on AntiCorruption, Transparency and Accountability
(NATA).
To mobilise Media institutions and
Practitioners in reporting activities on OGP in
Kogi State.

ATTENDANCE
Civil Society Organizations
Media
Youth Groups
Committee Clerks from The State House of
Assembly

REMARKS
The Executive Director of Conscious for Human
Rights and Conflict Resolution, Idris Miliki Abdul
welcomed participants to the 1-Day meeting. The
program begin at 10.30am
GENERAL/PARTICIPANTS INTRODUCTION
The meeting began at exactly 10.30am with
introduction by participants.
On the diversity of the attendees, Idris Miliki stated
that this strategy was critical in getting all

//5//

Idris Miliki making his remark during the OGP Meeting

stakeholders involved in the process of the
developing mechanisms for participatory
governance. Inclusion of the media as participants
was a strategy to ensure that media participate
adequately in the process of governance.
He explained that the Open Government Partnership
was a global concept that aims at bringing together
stakeholders from citizen groups and government on
the same platform to discuss issues concerning
governance.
He lamented the absence of government officials
particularly the Commissioners for Finance, Budget
and Planning and his counterpart in the Ministry of
Information and communication without
representation, as they were duly invited and
invitations acknowledged.
The ED lamented that the absence of such key
institutions and personalities was going to be a
challenge forthe OGP process.
He Xrayed the performance of the various
interventionsof different groups who have organized
activities towards the achievements of getting the
State Government sign up to the process. However
this has not produced the desired result.

REMARKS BY PETER OTABOR THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF CENTRE LSD
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He thanked CHRCR for putting this event together
and stated that Centre LSD has been in the fore
front of the OGP Process in the Country.
In the speech read on behalf of the Executive
Director of Centre LSD, he stated that the OGP is a
global process for inclusive governance with over 15
states having signed up. He stated that one of the
main reason for this inertia by states was lack of
understanding of the process. This meeting he stated
is a main strategy for getting Kogi State government
to sign up as it provides the environment for co
learning and engender confidence for government
acceptance.
He regretted the absence of the ED of Centre
LSD,who was unavoidably absent due to other
similar assignment in another state but
congratulated the doggedness of the ED of CHRCR
and wished the meeting a successful deliberation in
achieving the desired objective of getting the State
on board the OGPtrain.
REMARKS BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF DIRECTOR
OF BUDGET
Mrs Sarah stated that she was representing her
Director of Budget and will take back the discussions
and outcome of the meeting, to her supervisors for
necessary actions

REMARKS BY TIJJANI ABDULKAREEM, THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SERDEC
Tijjani welcomed the objectives of the meeting and
thanked the ED CHRCR for bringing this event in the
fore. Healsothanked Centre LSDfortheirsupportfor
various Civil Society Organization on the OGP
process, includingSERDEC.
//6//
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He reviewed the OGP process which started formally
in 2016 with the signing up of the Federal
Government into the process looking at the
government outlook towards addressing Anti
corruption. He however reminded the meeting that
even before then, Kaduna State had made intentions
known to sign up to the process and this was done
right after Nigeria did.
He stated that after the signing up, the civil society
mobilized for engagement with Government on
issues around co-creation and formation of the
board consisting of State and Non-State Actors.
The process in the state made some head way during
the 1st tenure of the present administration in Kogi
State, with the government showing commitment
towards signing up. However, this initial positive
movement has dwindled and has gotten to the
lowest level. However, this government seems
suspicious of signing up as a result of the fear of the
unknown especially working with Civil Society
Organizations.
The use of Radio programmes by CSO to sensitize the
people is ongoing and there is need to make the
government see the alignment between the SDGs
and the government fight against corruption. He
made similarities with Niger State, which has signed
up and is the only state in the North Central that has
done so.
He listed the positive things that could accrue to the
state in signing up including open Budget process,
citizen's engagement and Transparency in financial
openness. He commended the state for the
openness and accessibility of Public Financial
Management including having budget and budget
estimatesonlineforthe public.
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Autonomy of the Assembly would provide the
needed platform for the improvement of the
working ofthe Legislature.
He stated that the powers of what happens in the
Assembly was a prerogative of the Speaker and
elected members ofthe House.
He promised that the on- going strike by the
Assembly Staffs nationwide is on the non -Autonomy
of the Houses of Assembly across the country and
that as soon as their demand is met, this will change,
especially in the Autonomy of the Assembly
especially only public hearing on Budget
Itia Otabor, representative of Centre LSD, from Abuja
making his remark during the OGP Meeting

He concluded that it was time for the discussion to
move forward with the conversation with the Civil
Society Organizations and Government prayed that
the meeting provides a way towards signing-up to
the OGP by the State Government as soon as
Practicable.
In his response, ED CHRCR stated that it was unfair
thatthe Management ofthe Ministry of Finance and
Budget planning was absence despite the assurances
from the Commissioner to be present or send a
representative. He lamented that many of these
challenges are attributable to the poor performance
of the State House of Assembly in conducting
oversight functions and Public Hearings on Bills and
laws. One of such issue is the lack of Budget Public
Hearingand inputs in al I their activities.
. A sad reminder of this issue is the poor state of the
road networks in the state. He reminded the State
that they are working on behalf of the people and
that there must be collaboration and synergy
between the government and the Civil Society
Organizations for sustainable progress.
The sad reality of non-performance on oversight
functions of the state Assembly over the Local
government Administration, especially under the
current leadership of the Assembly, is worrisome.
Government must see Civil Society as partners and
not as rivals.
REMARKS BY THE CLERK STATE HOUSE COMMITTEE
ON BUDGET
He acknowledge the challenges with the present
Legislators and theirfunctions. He lamented thatthe
present assembly has limited the functions of the
Clerks of the various committees who are to make
inputs. He however promised that with the

uni

REMARKS BY PUBLISHER POLICY AND LAWMAKER
He began by stating that the challenges were
institutional rather than individual. He expressed
surprise that the State Government seems to think
that despite its low performance in the eyes of the
citizens, it rejoice at the high marks by the World
Bank and other multilateral organizations, which has
no proof on ground with the people.
He raised the issue on the timeframe ofthe Budget
statements sent to the Assembly, which are never up
to date and lamented that the elected current
members ofthe Assembly are not properly grounded
in the process of law making and oversight functions.
Another issue is that of security of lives and
properties within the Assembly and he gave example
of the assault of a member of the House and the
Security Agencies not intervening.
He concluded that there is need for Public Hearing on
Bills in the state Assembly before passage, to ensure
that citizens have inputs.
REMARKS BY IDRIS MURAINA, ED, RECEF
He wanted clarification on the status of the State
intent letterfor signing up to the OGP. He mentioned
that he believes that the controversy on who
becomes the Co-Chair should not be a stumbling
block in the process going forward in the signing up.
He also talked on the non-Gazzeting of laws by the
state.
Miliki responded that there has been deliberate
attempts by political leadership and this is
counterproductive to both citizens
REMARKS BY HAMZA ALIYU, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
INGRA
He stated that the best method was for the National
OGP Steering committee to write to the World Bank
SFTAS project and make complain that Kogi State is
not partnering with CSOs adequately. He also
lamentedthatthe Management ofthe Ministry of

The Perspective Vol. 6

Finance are not straight forward on the finances
of the state especially on the Debt profile.

REMARKS FROM UMAR DAN ASABE
MOHAMMED, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HANDS
ACROSS AFRICA
In his remarks, he lamentedthe poor understanding
of the role of CSOs in development of the state. He
wondered why government thinks the Civil Society
is a rival than a partner.
He advised that for the OGP to move forward there
was need for CSOs to show the State, the benefits of
signinguptotheOGP.
REMARKS BY AMINU OKUTEPA, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, YOUTH CLUSTER
Reviewed the OGP process and the progress made
then. He advised that if it was possible to get the
copy of the letterof intent and use it as an advocacy
tool for getting them to sign up to the OGP.
He stated that they may be need to re write the
letterof intent again.

ED of CHRCR responded that there ought to be
different strategies for engaging government and
that there is no need for "begging" for Government
todotheirduties.

No. 1 April, 2021

REMARKS BY ABANIWO NATHANIEL, ED
REHOBOTH
He lamented the absence of activities suggested by
citizens during public engagement by the Ministry
of Finance. He was unhappy that the World Bank is
continuously adjudging the state as performing in
Public Finance Management, when the indicators
show that funds are not used judiciously.
REMARKS BY MIKE ABU, PUBLISHER DAILYPOST
Stated that there are several discrepancies in
financial documents provided by the government
on their various platforms and this raises suspicion
and calls for improvement in these process of
providing information to the citizens. He called for
immediate sign up to the OGP by the present
government.
REMARKS BY JOHN AMABI, ED CEFMI
He stated that there was need for a letter of
advocacy on the need for the state to join the OGP.
He stated that this was the best opportunity to do
so in the present political environment
REMARKS BY JIMOH REPRESENTATIVE OF PIBCID
PIBCID/AAN has been in the fore front the signing
up to the OGP in the state through the Inclusive
Forum for Accountable Society (IFAS) project. He
stated that there was need for all stakeholders to be
on deck to achieve this and this include bringing in
more Youth Groups

REMARKS BY EUNICE AGBOGUN, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR CPI
Affirmed that there was need for different
strategies in dealing with government. She REMARKS BY MATIAS OKPANACHI, ED, YAWHEP
recommended that there was need to improve the He suggested that there was need for more
level and quality of advocacy for the sign -up to the advocacy to some of the multi -lateral financial
OGP.
institutions such as WB and make the issue known
She lamented the cumbersome nature of law as to the situation of the state government on OGP.
making and the
corruption
involved in the
process, which she
experienced
towards the
passage of the Bill
IN RIGHTS & CONFLICT RESOLUTION !(KRCS|
her organization
sponsored. This
A OiJE £ * STAKEHOLDERS
she stated is bad
STRA1 HIES MEETING**
for
good
OPEN GOVERn.AENT PARTNERSHIP^^
governance.

Idris Mihki making his remark during the OGP Meeting
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WAY FORWARD BY TIJJANI ABDULKAREEM
The Executive Director of SERDEC facilitated the process of Stakeholder Analysis.
He bagan

INFLUENCIALS

POSSIBLE ACTION

CHALLENGES

Traditional institution e.g
Ohinoyi of Ebiraland
Chief of Staff
Speaker/Deputy Speaker
of Kogi State House of
Assembly
SSG
Dr Moses Okezie
Senator Ahmed Tinubu
All the 3 serving Senators
in the State
Gov El-Rufia
Finance Commissioner

Use informal and formal interactions to
influence the sign
up to
OGP,
representative to submit workshop
report to Director of Budget

Accountant General
Speaker
Legislators

Civil Society Organizations

DG GYB2PYB
media

Information
gaps,
funding, capacity

Information
gaps,
funding,
capacity,
ownership of media
houses

CHALLENGES
Limited number of Civil Society with capacity
to discuss OGP

RECOMMENDATIONS
Share participants information to provide
synergy and access to capacity on OGP
SERDEC will collaborate with CHRCR to
produce IEC materials
Advocacy visits to relevant institutions on
OGP
CONCLUDING REMARKS FROM CENTRE LSD
Urgent need to produce IEC materials
Need for Capacity Building for Media
Practitioners

Facilitate advocacy meeting between
CSO and Assembly leaders, get a motion
by a member for signing on to the OGP,
Advocacy,
IEC
materials,
develop
shadow State Action Plan, send in
letters to Members to support OGP

Feature
write
up,
commentaries,
interviews with stakeholders, budget
tracking, appearances Specific TV/Radio
programme on OGP

Develop a Action plan with time lines
We need to harvest low hangingfruits

CLOSING REMARKS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CHRCR
Thanked Centre LSD for their support and promised
that this was the beginning of the process in getting
the State to be accountable and transparent in their
activities.
He stated that the the OGP was a tool for governance
and would be in the fore front of activities in the
upcomingCHRCR.
He also stated that CHRCR is continuing with Radio
Programmes specifically focused on OGP and other
Media engagement on Transparency and
Accountability, which is a core component of the
OGP
The meeting ended at 2 pm with group pictures.
//9//
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COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE ENO OF 1-DAY STAKEHOLDERS STRATEGIES
MEETING ON THE OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP (OGP) IN KOGI STATE
ORGANIZED RY THE CONSCIENCE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND CONFLICT
RESOLUTION (CHRCR) IN PARTNERSHIP WITH AFRICAN CENTRE FOR
LEADERSHIP, STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENT (CENTRE LSD)
on Monday 12th April, 2021 at Halims Hotel, Lokoja
PREAMBLE
In Kogi state, despite various efforts by organizations particularly Civil Society
Organizations in advocating to government and its agencies to key into this global
initiative, such efforts are yet to yield the desired result. The need for review of ideas
and strategies to improve the ongoing efforts to get government, civil society
organizations, media and the generality of the citizens to get involved in this laudable
global concept, towards improving Accountability and Transparency in governance.

OBJECTIVE OFTHE MEETING
To encourage Accountability, Transparency and to reduce corruption in Kogi State.
To build on the existing Networks on Anti-Corruption, Transparency and Accountability
(NATA).
To mobilize Media institutions and Practitioners in reporting activities on OGP in Kogi
State.
ATTENDANCE
Civil Society Organizations
Media
Youth Groups
Committee Clerks from The State House of Assembly

OBSERVATIONS:
Despite the importance of the OGP and that 16 states as at today in Nigeria.
Have signed up to OGP, Kogi State is yet to sign-up to this global concept
There consistently seems to be a disconnect between what the multi- lateral
financial organizations are rating Kogi State government on their achievements
and the actual conditions of the citizens on ground
That financial documents that the State government pro-actively sends out to
the citizens online, seem to be different from what is given to other sources
There seems to be a poor relationship between the Government and the Civil
Society Organizations in Kogi State
The current Kogi State House of Assembly are in-adequately performing its
constitutional duties in termsof oversight functions to Agencies and Local
//io//
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Government Councils, which are constitutionally under the mandate of the
Legislature
The consistent deliberate absence of key Ministries Agencies and Departments
(MDAs) particularly the Ministries of Finance, Budget and Planning and Ministry of
Information, in participating in activities organized by the Civil Society organizations
despite duly invited

RECOMMENDATIONS
After exhaustive deliberations, participants madethefollowing recommendations
Call on the present Government in Kogi State to sign-up to the Open Government
Partnership (OGP) as a matter of urgency to promote transparency, accountability
and good governance
The multi-lateral financial institutions particular the World Bank must begin to hold
Kogi State Government accountable by verifying the situations of implementations
on ground before rating the state on any of its financed projects
There ought not to be a rivalry between the Civil Society Organizations in the State
and the State Government as both work in the interest of the citizens. There is need
fora broad based relationship and partnership
There is need for the current House of Assembly members to live up to their
constitutional responsibilities in performing their oversight functions on all
institutions of the state particularly the local government councils
There is need for the Media practitioners to take more interest in OGP issues and
partner more with the Civil Society Organizations in particular and other relevant
institutions

The Civil Society Organizations needs to do more, in raising awareness and
sensitization of the general public on the OGP and with the Government to sigh up
totheOGP.
There is need for the development partners to continue to work and support the Civil
Society Organizations in the state to promote the OGP process.

CONCLUSION
Participants urged the organizers to do more to realize the objectives of the OGP as a global
concept in the state

Signed: IDRIS MILIKI ABDUL
Executive Director
CHRCR,
Lokoja.
//ii//
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REMARKS RY MR. MONDAY OSASAH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AFRICAN CENTRE FOR
LEADERSHIP, STRATEGY & DEVELOPMENT (CENTRE LSD) AT A ONE DAY
STAKEHOLDERS MEETING ON THE OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP (OGP)
IN KOGI STATE ORGANISED RY CONSCIENCE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS & CONFLICT
RESOLUTION (CHRCR) ON MONDAY 12th APRIL 2021 AT HALIMS HOTEL, LOKOJA.
I bring you warm greetings from our Founding
Executive Director, Dr. Otive Igbuzor and indeed
all of us at Centre LSD. We are particularly
delighted to be part of this One-day stakeholders
meeting geared towards evolving an effective
and result oriented Strategy to bring Kogi State
into the fold of Open Government Partnership
(OGP) States in Nigeria.
As we may be aware OGP is a global coalition of
reformers from Government and Civil Society working to make governance systems all over the
world transparent, participatory and
accountable to truly serve and empower
Citizens. At present 15 States in Nigeria have
signed up and domesticated the OGP and Centre
LSD was very involved in this process in majority
of these States. Our experience has also shown
that some of the major reasons why some States
have not warmed up on to coming on board is a
lack of proper understanding of the workings of
the OGP. This has often led to mistrust,
misconception and sometimes irrational
resistance from the Government operatives who
should otherwise champion and be in the
forefront of mobilizing Strategic support for the
initiative.
This is more the reason why your gathering today
is crucial. Being a Strategy session, it is my hope
that at the end of your deliberations, you would
have been able to effectively craft a pathway that
will galvanize, moderate directions, guide
actions, map and mobilize all the various actors
and stakeholders that needs to come together to
move this process forward.
Let me suggest a simple but effective Strategic
approach that is recommended by our partner
organization, Institute of Strategic Management,
Nigeria. This is strategizing from the Domain of
Strategy, this model takes into cognizance four
major elements in strategy making, they are the
objective(s), the Means, Moves and peculiarity
of the prevailing Environmental forces impacting
on achieving the desired results. This taken in
conjunction with popular Strategy diagnostic
//12//

MR. MONDAY OSASAH
Executive Director
African Centre for Leadership, Strategy &
Development (Centre LSD)

tools such as SWOT and PESTLE am sure would
enrich yoursession.
I would have loved to be physically present with
you all, but I was already committed to be at Ekiti
State today, incidentally for the validation
meeting oftheir OGP State action Plan. However,
representing me is our Director of Strategy, Mr.
Itia Otabor who I believe would be a great
resource to you.
Let me specially commend the doggedness and
commitment of the convener of this session, Mr.
Idris Abdul, Executive Director of Conscience for
Human Rights & Conflict Resolution (CHRCR),
whose synergistic relationship and partnership
with Centre LSD is one of mutual fulfillment and
convergence of interests and aspirations.
I look forward to us coming together again at the
very earliest, but this time to be implementing
the next steps in our definite move towards
actualizing our clearly articulated objective of
onboarding Kogi State in the OGP Family.
ThankYou All.
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2021 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY:
LETTER
TO
PROF.
OKELLO
OCULI
Worthy Teacher and True Mentor
by Amina Salihu Ph.D
Real enduring strength lies in the ability to do small but
essential things consistently and fora longtime. For then,
they become tremendous things in their impact.
Prof, with your vision of creating a mock summit of the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in the 1970s/80s, you
prepared me and many of my cohorts in the political
science department of the Ahmadu Bello University for
the world better than any textbook learning could have
done. Before gender equity and social inclusion (GESI)
was defined, you found a creative way to use research,
drama and public speaking to push back on the shape of
curriculum by bringing feminist pedagogy into a rigid and
conservative space via the mock Summit. Your friends
and co-travellers supported your mission to re-imagine
the classroom. Professor A. D. Yahaya, our then Head of Department (HOD), was your hero-ally.
The significance of what you did can best be understood against the ecosystem then and sadly even
now. When girls were told to only aspire for an assistant class captain position, you made us
Presidents of African countries. At a time in herstory when girls were told they could only be heard
when spoken to and not seen, you made us media celebrities. Hauwa Yusuf, now a professor of
criminology and gender studies, was President of Zaire, Mobutu Sese Seko Kuku Ngbendu Wa Za
Banda, with male students as 'Her Excellency's1 security attache. Funke Adeleye (wearing a hat in the
photo) was President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe. I was the voice of the renowned Pan African
News Agency (PANA), reporting the presidential proceeding to the continent and the world via land
phone. If we had any public speaking confidence, to begin with, the Mock Summit horned it. That
was in the 1980s.

Fast track to the late 1990s, the OAU is now the
African Union (AU), you had retired from ABU,
and some of us your students were now teachers
inthe university and mentors toa new generation
of AU Summit simulators. Your work and your
spirit echoed through us. I had the most learning
fun, teaching a 300 level public policy class from a
feminist pedagogy, where voice, ideas and
participation were democratised. After all, what
is a public policy class without an awareness of
the impact ofdecision makingon communities?
ABU 1989: Presidents, PANA and OAU Mock Summit Fans
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Ptioto news
During the One Day Stakeholders Strategies Meeting on
Open Government Partnership (OGP), Organized by CHRCR
in partnership with Centre LSD, on Monday 12th April, 2021
at Halims Hotel, Lokoja.
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Tribute

dkd

Allied Matter
1 9 72 - 202 1
A courageous and vibrant civil society leader
A Gender Activist.

Rest Well.
Courtesy of
Conscience for Human Rights and Conflict Resolution (CHRCR)
Lokoja, Kogi State.
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The students called me 'gender', and the class swoll
every week beyond the number that registered for
the course. Many came from other faculties to listen
to the POLS 304 Public Policy debates. It reminded
me of how students were drawn to the Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences (FASS) from Industrial
Design, Law, Medicine, Sciences, and more
faculties because of the OAU Summit. Professors R.
Ayo Dunmoye, Ohwona, and Unobe, HODs and
mentors, were my hero-Allies, enabling me to bring
feminist innovation to my classes.
Fast-forward to the 2000s, Prof, you founded Africa
Vision 525 and showed us the university was not the
only place we could or should learn to be leaders; it
PROF. OKELLO OCULI
should start much earlierthan that. Vision 525 works
with secondary school girls to nurture their research,
public speaking, and people skills as you did for us over 30 years earlier, without any funding or a
fee. I recall my first encounter with girlsfrom the Anglican Girls Grammar School, 10-20 of whom
came into the hall at the Nigeria Electoral Institute, Abuja, smartly dressed for the occasion in
school uniform, watching the adult proceedings with doe-like eyes, measuring everything, sizing
up everyone. You would think they were feeling swallowed by the room until they took the stage
and became giants speaking the words of African icons, some of whom they will never meet but
whose ideals transformed them just the same.
Remembering, ABU and the continuing blessings of the AU mock summit club throws into relief
the danger of an unfinished curriculum, where students go through school, but the school does
not go through them because they do not learn the essentials of life; howto be innovative, strong,
daring and to think on the balls of one's feet. Prof, your work challenges us to think about gender
equity and social inclusion and life learning wherever we get the chance to impart knowledge. It
never ceases to amaze me why the
1
K
African Union has not adopted the Mock
Summit as a means to communicate its
values and work through a successor
generation of young women and men,
despite your efforts.
Professor Okello Oculi, I salute you on
this International Day for Women. Thank
you, Teacher, Humanist, Ugandan,
Nigerian and Friend of Women and Girls.
A Poet and Pan Africanist first and always.
May a thousand suns brighten your path
andthe manyyou haveopened.

AU Club in the 1990s, our mentees formed a proper club with an Exco.
LF: Christy Daudu, Sunday Ameh, Isiaka Al- Hassan. LB: Odilison Emmanuel,
Faruk Shehu and Zainab Umar

//16//

< The Perspective Vol.6 No. 1 April, 2021

THE ROLE OF CHORCHIN THE
FIGHT AGAINSTCORRUPTION
By Otive Igbuzor, PhD

SPEECH BY DR. OTIVE IGBUZOR AT THE PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF YEAR ONE AND YEAR TWO REPORT OF THE SHUN
CORRUPTION PROJECT IMPLEMENTED BY PRIESTS PEACE AND JUSTICE INITIATIVE (PPJ), THE SOCIAL ARM OF
PALACE OF PRIESTS ASSEMBLY ON 17TH FEBRUARY 2021.

BACKGROUND

Christianity is over 2,000 years and has a rich
history. In the first three centuries, church
growth was accelerated by the persecution of
the church. In the fourth century, Christianity
became the official Roman religion.i[i] In the
seventh century,Islam was founded. By the tenth
century, 50 percent of former Christian areas
were under Islam. By the 14th century, John
Wycliffe translated the Bible into English and
emphasized the sole authority of the scriptures
and the priesthood of all believers. In the 16th
century, the years of reformation promoted by
Martin Luther King and others emphasized
justification by faith and priesthood of all
Otive Igbuzor Phd.
believers. The protestant reformation was
anchored on three key issues:
dollars and with more than 250 million people in
over 100 countries since 1980.[ii]i The
1. The sole authority of the scriptures,
perception is that Pentecostals are only
2. Justification by faith and
interested in prosperity and not concerned
3. Priesthood of all believers.
about social issues in society.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, the emphasis was
on revival, missions, and holiness. In the 20th
century, the emphasis was on PentecostalismHoly Ghost baptism and empowerment. With
the rise of pentecostalism, there was emphasis
on material prosperity, loyalty to the nation state
and individualism and social dimension of the
church decreased immensely. This has led to the
public perception today that is a challenge to all
true Pentecostals. This public perception has led
to the non-recognition of pentecostal
Charismatic social contribution of goods and
services valued at more than 2.3 billion US
//17//

The Pentecostal Movement is characterised by
emphasis on baptism of the Holy Spirit and the
manifestation of the gifts of the spirit. Christian
Historians have characterised the Pentecostal
movement intothreewavesiv:

1. First wave beginning in 1901 with a
rediscovery of and a new experience of the
supernatural with a powerful and energising
ministry ofthe Holy spirit.
2. Second wave starting in the mainline churches
in 1960 with Christians affiliated to nonPentecostal denominations (Anglicans,
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Protestants, Catholic, Orthodox) experiencing
baptism inthe HolySpirit.
3. Third wave beginning in 1980 with
evangelicals and other Christians receiving
baptism ofthe HolySpirit.

Scholars have pointed out that between
Pentecost in Acts Chapter 2 in AD 100 and 1901
when the first wave started is 1,800 years. Some
have argued that the 1,800-year period can be
regarded as spiritually dead. But others point out
that there was a range of spirit activity during
this period ranging from hundreds of cases of
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prophesy to discernment of spirits and divine
healing.v
The Pentecostal movement has grown from a
handful of believers in the early twentieth
century to a global movement now numbering
over 600 million people, and those who embrace
the Holy Spirit and His gifts are now the fastest
growing religious group in the world.[iii] It is
continuing to grow especially in Africa, Asia and
Latin America. Today, the countries with the
highest number of Pentecostals is in the global
south as can be seen from the table below:

Country

Pentecostals 1910

Country

Pentecostals 2010

South Africa
Nigeria
USA
Germany
Trinidad and Tobago
China
India
France
Canada
North Korea

989,000
111,000
53,400
22,000
11,800
2,100
2,000
1,000
1,000
1,000

China
Brazil
USA
Nigeria
India
Philippines
South Africa
D.R. Congo
Mexico
Colombia

95,316,000
82,000,000
76,000,000
43,920,000
30,000,000
27,000,000
22,150,000
21,000,000
14,800,000
14,507,000

As shown in thetable above, the highest number
of Pentecostals are in the global South.
Therefore, changes to the content and practice
of Pentecostalism can come from the global
south. Nigeria occupies a special place in the
scheme of things.

PRIESTS PEACE AND JUSTICE INITIATIVE (PPJ)
When God gave us the vision to establish Palace
of PRIESTS ASSEMBLY in 2016, two areas of
emphasis was impressed on our heartsPriesthood of all believers and the social
dimension of the church. Therefore, right from
the beginning; we established the Priests Peace
and Justice Initiative (PPJ) as the social arm ofthe
Church. It is our contribution to building a
peaceful, just, and orderly society. It is hinged on
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the dignity of the human person as created by
God and the need to create an enabling
environment for evangelism and holistic
prosperity (3 John 2). At Palace of PRIESTS
ASSEMBLY, we believe that the church should
play a role in ensuring democratic governance,
peace, and stability of society. We see it as a duty
to bring biblical perspective to the challenges of
democracy, development, insecurity, injustice,
service delivery and humanitarian crisis. The
vision of PPJ is a world of prosperity and social
justice. Our mission is to act as catalysts to
empowercitizensto reign as Priests and work for
peace and social justice. We are guided by the
values of leadership, empowerment, royalty,
integrity, and discipleship. PPJ has five thematic
areas of focus:

