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VICTORY OF IONE 12
By Idris Miliki Abdul

n the context of politics, those who accept

I

the new world order where men hold others
down even if it is for a thousand years
showing a definite immutability of nature,
Oppression must produce revolt. As we pray it
does not became aimless revolt or a revolt of
profit as the human rights, militancy, BokoHaram, kidnaping and Armbanditory, even the
pro-democracy revolts became in Nigeria and
thereby destroying the qualitative radical
movement for the genuine transformation of
Nigeria, from the hands of brigands and
charlatans. The current situation has also
produced mindless men and women who
believe if armed with guns you can cow the
Idris Miliki Abdul
state and the people, to journey on the road of
appeasement for the gun-wielders. This is remarkable and still a remarkable event in the
whether in the mode of militancy, Boko- history of Nigeria. An election conducted by the
Haram, Kidnapping etc. There is huge profit in
military juntas after several postponements
this bound to violence. Nigerians are stewed up
resulting in colossal amount wasted, lives were
in the current horror to our existence where a
lost, hopes were dashed by some Nigerians who
bunch of iniquitous bugs suck our blood
everyday of our existence a horror likely not to believe they were more Nigerians under the
end until our current quest of journey leadership of Gen. Ibrahim Babangida the then

individually and collectively to the parts of the
setting sun stops. Then it is configured today,
we have built a society of angry people without
anger.

military Head of State of the Federal Republic

of Nigeria. For me I participated either as a

voter, as I cast my vote at the 44 military
Barrack in Kaduna on that faithful day. I was

also deeply involved in the pro-democracy
The “June 12” as it is popularly called was an movement at that time through the famous
eventful day, month and the year 1993, was Campaign for Democracy (CD), the
very eventful itself and to everybody in Nigeria Democratic Alternative (DA), Civil Liberty
and more importantly those associated with Organization (CLO) and Women in Nigeria
election that ushered in June 12, was (WIN) from the Kaduna axis.

//3//
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The declaration of June 12 as democracy
day and as well as public holiday by the
president Mohammed Buhary Government
is significant, in many ways and
commendable and more importantly the
naming of the Abuja stadium as Moshood
Abiola National Stadium have further
reinforce and reward chief MKO Abiola
Investment in Sport in Africa and in
Nigeria.
At this junction I wish to pay tribute to those we
work together, and they are no more alive

M.K.O. Abiola

today, Chief Gani Fawehimi, Dr. Beko Ransom
Kuti, Arc. Aseleun Akele, Chima Ubani, Barr.

I was also arrested on the street of Kaduna by Bamidele Aturu and many hero of June 12
military officers, as I was distributing anti struggle that are no more with us. Those of us
military posters, leaflets and participating in the
that are still around the lesson of June 12 and
Anti-Babangida must go grafting. The
the recognition it, is enjoying shows that our
spontaneous respond by the Nigeria people to
struggle for democratic Nigeria is not in vain.
the criminal annulment of June 12 election lead
The annual celebration of June 12 through the
to the step-aside of the Babangida juntas which
lead to the installation of unconstitutional Public holiday have further allow us to re
installation of Shonekan regime that was examine on annual basis the democratic

pushed aside by another maximum military agenda in Nigeria.

dictator Gen. Sani Abacha, that later became the
most corrupt Government and individual
Nigeria leader in history.
Chief Moshood Kashimawo Abiola, a
successful business man that won the June 12

election, surprised many when he declared
himself president elect, despite military
intimidation and his subsequent arrest, he stood

firmly on the side of history by holding on to the

mandate given to him by the Nigerian people
and today history have indeed vindicated him.

LATE GANI FAWEHINMI ESQ
W/
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VALEDICTORY SPEECH DELIVERED
BY THE RT. HON. (PRINCE) MATHEW O. KOLAWOLE,
SPEAKER, KOGI STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY AT THE
VALEDICTORY SITTING OF THE 6TH ASSEMBLY ON THIS DAY,
3RD OF JUNE, 2019
PROTOCOLS.
It is my profound pleasure to on behalf of the
distinguished Honourable Members of this noble
House welcome you all to this Auspicious
Valedictory Session to mark the end of the Tenure
of the 6th Assembly in our State. Precisely on
Thursday 4th June, 2015 in this Hallowed
Chamber, His Excellency, Capt. Idris Ichalla
Wada, the former Executive Governor of Kogi
State inaugurated and issued a proclamation for
the holding of the First Session of this August
Assembly in fulfilment of the provision of Section
105 Subsection (3) of the 1999 Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended); a
momentous decree that heightened the hope of all
of us and the electorate we represent.
The proper interpretation of our Legislative
mandate is 1,460 days. Here we are marking the
end of the journey that started four years ago; little
Rt. Hon. Kolawole Matthew
did we know we fly and end we come so soon. The
Speaker, KSHA
next basic thing that we need to do is to give
cooperation a crucial element in the
account of our stewardship to the people who
administration of State Affairs.As a House, we
gave us the mandate to be here.My Hon.
have in the last four years worked in collaboration
Colleagues, as we finally wind down our activities
with the Executive and the Judiciary in
therefore, we must offer thanks to Almighty God
consonance with the Constitution for harmony,
who made it possible for us to witness this day and
peace and development. Thus the application of
moment in good health. We rejoice by His Grace
the principles of separation of powers only entails
that we are still in our numbers as we were when
separate operations of the three Arms towards the
we started and ending today without any of us
focused goal of ensuring effective governance
falling off the track of life.The doctrine of
premised upon peace, orderliness, law and order,
separation of powers as enshrined in the
rule of law and above all welfare of the masses
Constitution posits that the Legislature make
being governed.
The present level of
Laws and oversight Executive conducts. The
accomplishments in the State have been made
Executive on the other hand, implement the Laws
possible due to the cooperation and mutual
so made while the Judiciary interprets and
understanding between this August House and
adjudicates where there is conflict. This
the other two Arms of Government.At this
presupposes that no particular Arm of
juncture, it is pertinent to state that the 6th
Government can perform its functions without
Assembly in its life went through series of
carrying others along. In other words they are
leadership conflicts. I beg to submit that
interrelated and interdependent. The success of
leadership crisis within the Parliament if not part of
one Arm is dependent on the other and the failure
the business, have being inevitable in most
of one is the failure of all. The legal framework that
Parliaments. On this note, I wish to sincerely
entrenched this inevitable interdependence in the
commend the maturity of every Member of the 6th
functional relationship between the three Arms
Assembly during our trial moments. It is my hope
make governance a collective responsibility and
//5//
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and prayer that as we are stepping out as exinfrastructure for sustainable development.
Members of the 6th Assembly, we shall continue to
Our Resolutions and policy direction have faraccord each other the cooperation and love that
reaching effects on the lives of our people as
sailed us successfully as a team. When we came
evident in the life transforming programs and
into office four years ago, our collective vision was
the New Direction Developmental Agenda of
to salvage the image and reputation of the House
the State Government.
In a nutshell, we
by restructuring and redefining the process for
created more opportunities for our people to
better service delivery and engaging the public in
contribute to law making process through our
legislative process.Consequently we were
result-oriented public hearings and other
enhanced and the
interactive activities.
Executive was better
Through this means, we
equipped to efficiently and
were able to restore public
fairly manage his New
confidence in the
Direction Agenda and fix
Legislature. The impact of
development. I give kudos
some of our laws may not
to Hon. Members for
manifest until years to
making our mission a
come. However, we are
success.
confident that when the
I must say without fear or
history of the 6th Legislature
favour that we have in the
shall be written, posterity
past four years, despite
will acknowledge our
inadequate infrastructure
efforts. Esteemed
and other necessary
Honourable Colleagues, I
facilities achieved
am short of words to
remarkable success. We
express my gratitude for
have worked hard using HON. AHMED MUHAMMED your cooperation and
instruments of legislation
unalloyed support given to
DEPUTY SPEAKER KSHA
and oversight machinery
the Leadership of this great
to effectively drive the economy and accelerate
Assembly. I appreciate all of you forgiving me
development of the state.
the opportunity to lead you as Speaker of the
My Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my
House and sincerely thank you for your
pleasure to paraphrase our achievements within
counsels. May I crave your indulgence to say
the space of four years. The years under review, we
at this juncture that, "no one ever ascended the
have considered a total number of 50 Bills. Out of
stairs without the staircase and that no
these, 46 were successfully passed while 4 are
structure ever stands without a foundation'. It is
undergoing process at different levels of
in line with this undisputable adage, I refertoall
Committee stage. Actions were suspended on
Honourable Members of the 6th Assembly. We
others and sent back to Ministry of Justice for re
have maintained unity and remained focused
drafting while 1 one was rejected and withdrawn by
despite our differences of political parties,
the sponsor for lack of merit. It is also worthy to
tribes, tongues, talents and perspective. We
intimate you that a total number of 144 Substantive
worked together as one family and as we end
Motions have been tabled before the House, while
our tenure and vacate our seats, we must
a total number of 82 Resolutions emanating from
rejoice and be proud of our collective service to
both Substantive and Subsidiary Motions have
democracy and the people that elected us to
been passed.As mark of our commitment to good
represent them.Nevertheless, in the course of
public service delivery, we passed Appropriation
our duties, we must have offended some
Bills in quickest possible time after proper and
people, stepped on toes or could not reach you
thorough Legislative scrutiny. Many of our Bills are
at all; I plead that we forgive and harbour no
potent enough to grow the economy and expand
bitterness. As to err is human and to forgive is
//6//
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currently grappling with, will be solved. We thank
divine', we must find a place in our hearts to forgive
you
sir for your cooperation in anticipation as we
and continue to see ourselves as colleagues and
pray that God reward you in one million folds with
comrades because together we have shared
good health and more wisdom as you continue to
common joys in the triumph of democracy. Also,
steer the ship of Kogi Stated equally with high
there are more avenues to correct these errors (if
sense of respect and humility thank the Chiefof
any). Once more, I congratulate and wish all of us
Staff to the Governor, Hon. Edward Onoja for his
success and God's protection in our future
unalloyed support to this Honourable House.
endeavours.Distinguished Honourable Members,
There
is nothing we have achieved here without
this Valedictory address cannot be concluded
his input and support. Another person worthy of
without us acknowledging and appreciating the
commendation
is the Special Adviser to His
Executive Arm of Government under the able
Excellency on Legislative Matters, Hon. Haruna
leadership of a selfless Servant, legacy maker,
Okpanachi who is a repository of
man of integrity and
knowledge and a diligent
epitome of sincerity worthy
Legislator.
His ingenuous
of emulation, His
creativity and painstaking attention
Excellency, Alhaji Yahaya
to
details have added value to
Bello for his immense
legislative responsibility of law
support and contributions
making. In the same vein, I wish to
towards
our
appreciate
the entire staff of the
achievements. His strong
State Assembly under the
belief and magnanimity in
leadership of the Clerk of the
the independence of the
House, Pastor Mathew Shuaibu
Legislature and Firm
Ireyi, Civil Society Organizations
respect for the principle of
and the Press for your outstanding
separation of powers
cooperation, dedication and hard
enhanced a harmonious
work which had in no small
working relationship
HON. HASSAN BELLO ABDULLAHI
measure contributed to the
between the two Arms.
MAJORITY LEADER KSHA
success of the leadership and
We commend his civility
entire
members
of the 6th Assembly. It is my
and matured leadership. We equally salute his
humble hope that same gesture will be extended to
prompt and quick attention to the signing into law
the
7th Assembly when inaugurated.We cannot
the Kogi State House of Assembly Service
but appreciate our wives, children, families and
Commission (Establishment) Bill. We are
friends for the love, understanding, concerns and
immensely grateful, more grease to his elbows and
forbearance throughout our tenure of four years in
we pray to the Almighty God that he will be
the 6th Assembly. May God in His infinite mercy
victorious and successful in his Next Level Agenda
reward you.Finally, we thank the people of Kogi
(Amen).As 'Oliver Twist', we are appealing to His
State and the general public for their
Excellency to use his good offices to approve the
commitments, responsiveness and support to all
release of funds for the House of Assembly Service
Assembly matters. We encourage you all to
Commission to properly take-off. We also plead
sustain this tempo to positively influence the
with His Excellency to kindly facilitate the
quality of laws that are made to govern you. We
construction of a befitting office accommodation
also urge you all to give the incoming 7th
within the Assembly Complex for the Commission
Legislature the necessary support it requires for
and offices for Honourable Members and staffs of
optimal
performance.Once more, congratulations
the Assembly. If these requests are favourably
to the outgoing and incoming Honourable
considered and given accelerated implementation,
Members of both the 6th and 7th Assembly.
I believe that the office accommodation challenges
Long live Kogi State!
of the Commission and the inadequate office
Long live Federal Republic of Nigeria!
problems Honourable Members and staffs are

IIHI
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ACCEPTANCE SPEECH DELIVERED DY RT. HON. PRINCE HI. 0. KOLAWOLE,
MEMRER REPRESENTING KARBA/RUNU CONSTITDENCY AT THE
KOGI STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMRLY ON THE OCCASION OF HIS ELECTION
AS THE 13TH HON. SPEAKER OF THE 7TH ASSEMOLY. THIS DAY 6THIUNE 2019.
Protocols:

It is with heart full of joy and appreciation that I
humbly accept my election as the 13th Hon.
Speaker of the 7th Legislative Assembly. I give
glory to the Almighty God that made it possible for
this noble House to elect me to lead them as
Speaker of the 7th Assembly. I will ever remain
grateful to you all.
On behalf of myself, members of my family and the
good people of Kabba/Bunu Constituency, I
sincerely express my deep-rooted gratitude to the
Distinguished Honourable Members of this 7th
Legislative Assembly for finding me worthy to be
elected astheSpeakerofthis noble House.

I praythat God will guide and protect us and He will
give me the needed wisdom and knowledge to
pilot the affairs of this noble House to an enviable
height.I want to sincerely thank His Excellency,
Alhaji Yahaya Bello, the Executive Governor of Kogi
State for his love, concern, commitments and
unalloyed supports and cooperation to this noble
House.

Rt. Hon. Kolawole Matthew
Speaker, KSHA

want to thank the Clerk and staffers of the
Assembly, the Chairman and members of the
Assembly Service Commission, my Legislative
Also on behalf of the immediate past members of Aides, Security Agents, members of the Press, the
the 6th assembly, and the incoming Members of good people of my constituency and other wellthe 7th Assembly, I sincerely appreciate His wishers for their supports and responsiveness to
Excellency for finding out time out of his tight ourcallsatalltimes.
schedules to attend this inauguration session.
Finally, I am using this medium to promise that I
My special thanks to members of the Kogi State will not let you down and also appealing to my
Executive Council (Exco), my very good brother esteem Honourable Colleagues to extend their
and friend, Hon. Chief Edward David Onoja, the hand of fellowship and cooperation to me and let
Chief of Staff to the Governor of Kogi State, us work as a team with collective spirit that will
Chairman and other executive members of our bring development to our constituents and Kogi
great party, All Progressive Congress (APC) for State at large.
their supports and contributions to my being
elected as the Speaker of the 7th Assembly. May Let us embrace tolerance, peace and harmony,
God grant you all good understanding to join His integrity, fairness and productivity so that
Excellency in piloting the affairs of our party and nothing will impair our vision towards making
good laws for the good governance and the socio
the state to a greater height.
economic development of Kogi State.
To my lovely wife, children, friends and wellwishers, I say, I am very grateful for your prayers Thankyou all, God bless.
and encouragements, may God bless you all.I also
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BEYOND THE RIFTING OF LICENCES OF MT/ RAYPOWER FIN
by Femi Falana SAN
he closure of media houses was a common
phenomenon under the defunct military
dictatorship in Nigeria.
Since the
restoration of civil rule 20 years ago, the
dangerous trend has continued under succesive
regimes eitherthrough military invasion of media
houses or seizure of copies of newspapers. The
NBC has just lifted the suspension of the licences
of AIT and Raypower FM Radio stations in
compliance with the ex parte order granted by the
federal high court. It is hoped that the authorities
of the Nigeria Police Force and State Srcurity
Service will withdraw the armed goons mounting
siege in the compound of the AIT/Raypower FM
stations without any delay

T

As far as democratic forces in the country are
concerned, the battle for press freedom has been
won, once again. But it is a temporary victory
which should not be celebrated without caution.
Even under the most vicious military junta in
Nigeria the courts ordered the reopening of the
premises of the National Concord and Punch
newspapers which were illegally closed down and
occupied for months by armed troops. And the
court orders were complied with by the military
dictators.

No doubt, the NBC has been empowered by the
NBC Act to regulate all
broadcasting
organisations in the country. But in exercising its
wide powers NBC has to be made to appreciate
that it can no longer operate outside the ambit of
the Constitution as was the case under military
rule. Since fundamental rights including freedom
of expression can no longer be curtailed or
abrogated except in a manner permitted by law
the NBC ought to realise that it cannot suspend
licences of media houses, ban radio houses from
playing records of artists or impose fines on
alleged offenders without a court order.
Therefore, the NBC cannot suo motu charge a
media house with engaging in inciting,
//9//
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inflammatory or false broadcast, try the
charge, convict and proceed to impose
fines on the alleged offender.

But as no freedom is absolute the NBC
may be compelled by unforseen
circumstances to suspend a media
house in the public interest. For
instance, a broadcasting house that
decides to announce fake result of a
general election may be temporarily
shut down. Even in such an emergency
situation the NBC will be required, as
soon as possible thereafter, to apply for
a court order to legitimise the closure.
Alternatively, the NBC may request the
Attorney-General to charge a media
house for breaching the provisions of
the NBC Act or penal statutes.
Otherwise, the powers of the NBC may
be arbitrarily exercised to the detriment
of law and order in the society.
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DAPO OlORUHYOMI: THE COURAGE AND THE STRUGGLE,
By Jibrin Ibrahim
Dapsy has always argued, worked for
and demonstrated that the answer to
authoritarianism was to be found in the
“investigative tradition to Nigerian
journalism (which) challenged the
military's sense of its own legitimacy. ”
His position has been that the media
became the “presumptive parliament” of
the nation and in that capacity took the
position that military rule must end.

Some people have been asking: Who are
the progressives? For those who do not
know, the progressives are those who would
turn up on Monday May 27 for the
celebration of the struggles engaged upon
by Dapo Olorunyomi. The occasion would be
the presentation of the book of testimonies
written by his comrades. The book entitled
Testimony to Courage would be presented at
an event chaired by Mallam Kabiru Yusuf
and special guests would include the vice
president, Yemi Osinbajo and mega
godfather Bola Tinubu. Nuhu Ribadu would
be the compere. A significant portion of
Nigerian progressives contributed chapters
to the book and they would be at the
Yar'Adua Centre for the celebrations.
We would be celebrating three themes. The
role played by Dapo in inventing new forms
of journalistic struggles; secondly, the way in
which journalism impacted on democratic
struggles and thirdly and even more
important, defining the contours of the
democratic struggles of the future. We
celebrate Dapo because as Odia Ofeimun,
the poet, explains in the Preface to the book:
“Dapo Olorunyomi comes across as a
champion, exponent and icon of fresh and
coverall perspectives in daring, moving to
stage the next act before the full impact of a
preceding performance hits home. It may
well be understood why as a non-flamboyant
operative of the traditional and social media,
his indifference, almost reclusive turning
away from self-promotion, invites reverent
appreciation of his tall performances.”
//10//

DR. JIBRIN IBRAHIM
Dapo Olorunyomi or Dapsy as we call him,
rose to fame and, even more importantly,
gained respect because of his fearless but
effective political struggle against military
authoritarianism and the rogue state they
sought to construct in Nigeria. As he put it
himself:

“In 1985, the military in Nigeria was already
marking two decades of a legal monopoly
of power, during which its main concern
had been to centralise politics and the
economy and to pave the way for the
strengthening of executive power, so that
a tiny technocratic elite, working in
alliance with a political segment of the
armed forces, could impose an
authoritarian vision on the whole of
Nigerian society. ”
Dapsy has been well trained for the struggle.
He has always been a voracious reader and
was well groomed in the Ife school of
progressive politics, where he started
activism in his youth. He has remained totally
committed to making Nigeria an open,
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democratic country, with commitment to
improving the lives of the people. His personal
style is a quiet tone, self-effacing and, for those
who do not know him, the impression that he is
too gentle to be the fiery one he has always
been there. Precisely because of his cool
nature, he succeeds where more noisy
advocates fail.
Dapsy used this understanding to develop
a three-tier approach to using the media for
progressive political struggle. The first is
reliance on serious research through
investigative journalism, to build
knowledge on what the ruling class is
doing in various arenas such as corruption
and the violation of human rights...

Dapsy was very conscious, when he started
his career in journalism in the 1980s, that the
development of a progressive Nigeria was
contingent on maintaining the press as an
edifice in the struggle for freedom and against
authoritarianism. As he argued:
“It is partly because the press has always
represented a vital matrix for (Nigerian) civil
society, going back to the 19th century when
Lagos newspapers argued for democracy and
independence. In our own time, the press
became one of the first institutions to wrestle
for its freedom and engage the dictatorship in
low-intensity internal warfare by reinventing
dissent through a return to the investigative
tradition.”
Dapsy used this understanding to develop a
three-tier approach to using the media for
progressive political struggle. The first is
reliance on serious research through
investigative journalism, to build knowledge on
what the ruling class is doing in various arenas
such as corruption and the violation of human
rights. The second is to get this knowledge
across to citizens through the media and
thirdly, to mobilise citizens for action based on
their improved understanding of economic
exploitation and political oppression. It was on
the basis of this approach that he played a
major role in the key magazines “whose
struggles made the 10 years of 1985 to 1995
the most exciting phase of Nigerian journalism
since those heroic days in the 19th century.”

In my discussions and engagements with
Dapsy over the decades, he always showed a
deep understanding of what the Ibrahim
Babangida 1985 coup d'etat had as its mission
- to perpetuate military authoritarianism
through a deceitful programme of transition to
civilian rule. He understood that General
Babangida was acting like an experienced
trapeze artist determined to use his political
skills to complete the patrimonialisation of
Nigeria's political culture and build a rogue
state. Central to General Babangida's mission
was to ensure that only rapacious political
entrepreneurs that have looted the nation's
wealth and have no commitment to the
people's welfare would exercise power. The
method he used involved an elaborate
process of political engineering in which the
popular forces were successively excluded
from his political transition programme
through arbitrary and ever-changing rules.
Dapsy has always argued, worked for and
demonstrated that the answer to
authoritarianism was to be found in the
“investigative tradition to Nigerian journalism
(which) challenged the military's sense of its
own legitimacy.” His position has been that the
media became the “presumptive parliament”
of the nation and in that capacity took the
position that military rule must end. In
response, the junta increased its repression of
the media, especially in 1993 when it issued
four decrees (Nos. 33, 35, 43 and 48) to
control the independent press, and seven
media houses suffered from an
unprecedented clampdown in July, a move
described at the time as the “Great Shutdown.”
The junta had been pushed to the wall and was
angry and responded with more oppression
because: The anger of the regime was based
on the transformation of the key news
magazines into guerrilla journalism so that
they could continue to function in spite of
heightened State terror. As Dapsy explained:

“One of the profound ironies of the '90s is that
state brutality, as intense as it was, failed to
completely drive the independent press under.
Against all odds, the novelty of “defiant
publishing” was inaugurated in 1993. An era of

//11//
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‘‘defiant broadcasting” came into being in
1995 with a pirate radio, the Freedom
Frequency Radio (F&F), emerging to
challenge the state monopoly of the
airwaves. A third dimension of the acts of
defiance was the flurry of litigations brought
against the regime to reveal its inherently
lawless nature. Not surprisingly, in all the
cases brought against the government, the
court ruled in favor of the media. Nigeria has
one of the most independent judiciaries in the
Commonwealth. But the government
disregarded the court's decision. ”
The security agencies tried and failed to
find and
arrest
TESTIMONY TO COURAGE
Dapsy,
so they
arrested
his wife
and
threemonthold son
in 1993.
Undaunt
o
m
ed, he
continue
d the
struggle.
ff «•
He went
<o
into a
strict
internal
exile, and for about six months did not
visit his home and family. He changed
sleeping holes every night, moving about
during the day in crowded commuter
buses to evade arrest.
globally famous and respected, Nimvdatlon harassment monscrmerv and even death »
mandatory M one time during the Abacha nears. exile was probably what saved Oapsy ‘Tom
navmg to cay the uttlmateprice -Proraiodun Jrvih>

When many of Ns comemporares see problems. Oapsy sees solutions to such problems
Qapsys emphasis on renr-.vlr* mass communication in response to innovations In
communalon temgogy -v Mill un folding But Ns readmess Io tbir* out of the bo» ahead to
enhance professional performancerequires special mentKn ProntopoSenoni

Oapsy was very conscious when he started his career In loumalism In the WBOs that the
dove opmcntof a progressive h igcna was contingent on eiamtamng the press as an edrtce
m the struggle'or freedom and againsteutforltanawsm - Aror MirMibroNm

Oapsy. as most who know and love Nm atfectlonatetv caa Nm is our signpost to the work
that all is yet wei with us m Nigeria That while we may have more than our fair share of
navel-gan ng politicians and resident kleptocrats. we also have people of sterling integrity
and tested leaderdup qualities,people wixi nave the visionof what a firttonai Migtr la couk

ABOUT THE EDITORS

Dapsy's elevated position in Nigerian history
is based on his role in being one of the
pioneers of defiant publishing, otherwise
dubbed as “guerrilla journalism.” When
therefore in May 1993, the regime proscribed
TheNews magazine, he and his comrades
took a courageous decision to float an
alternative paper, Tempo, to operate
underground. It was an electrifying and
dazzling act that rendered the security
//12//
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institutions dumb and helpless because they
did not know the answer to the key questions
-WHO? HOW? WHERE?!
They had no answers because the notion of a
newsroom was transformed from a regular
static setting into a dynamic, on-the-wheel
experience. Offices were abandoned.
Editorial meetings were taking place in parks
and stadia and the security agencies were
completely lost on how magazines were
produced and distributed without their
knowledge. As Dapsy explained: “Between
May and November 1993, week after week
without fail, Tempo hit the streets. After a
frustrating but
futile attempt to
FOREWORD BY OD1AOFEIMUN
halt the paper or
TEST MONYTO
apprehend its
editors, the
government
declared that it
could only have
been published
inside the
American
Embassy! The
truth was that it
was published
in a private,
nondescript
ESSAYS IN HONOUR OF DAPO OLORUNYOM1
office, a few
Edited by Chido Onumah & Frederick Adetiba
blocks from
Nigerian police
headquarters!”

COURAGE

The security agencies tried and failed to find
and arrest Dapsy, so they arrested his wife
and three-month-old son in 1993.
Undaunted, he continued the struggle. He
went into a strict internal exile, and for about
six months did not visit his home and family.
He changed sleeping holes every night,
moving about during the day in crowded
commuter buses to evade arrest.
Dapsy, we salute you. Many thanks to Chido
Onumah and Frederick Adetiba for putting
together this important story on how the
progressives defeated the military and
brought democracy back to Nigeria.
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RIGHTS GROUP COMMENDS NFIU ON SUPPORT
FOR LG FINANCIAL AUTONOMY
Leading anti-corruption group, Human and
Environmental Development Agenda,
(HEDA Resource Centre) has praised the
Nigeria Intelligence Financial Unit (NFIU)
for its new enforcement regime aimed at
preventing fraud, corruption, money
Laundering and abuse of constitution at
local governmenttiers across the country.

years, state governments have been
breathing down the neck of elected Local
Government Chairmen to the extent that
they have become paper tigers. They lack
initiatives and are perpetually at the mercy
of state governments that muzzle and
trample on their resources. We think the
NFIU intervention is remarkable."
Olanrewaju said the
directive should be
pursued in words
and in deed. " We
want to see the
words translated to
action. We shall
monitor
compliance across
the 36 states of the
federation. HEDA
will work with local
and international
partners to ensure
the
full
implementation of
the directives'
Olanrewaju said.

The NFIU this week said it
would now enforce legal
provisions barring states
from meddling in Local
Government funds, a
practice that continues to
undermind financial
autonomy and effective
service delivery at the
country's 774 local
councils.

NFIU said full compliance
with the provisions of the
guidelines already
submitted to Financial
institutions and relevant
enforcement agencies
including full President Muhammed Buhari
The NFIU said it had
enforcement of
realized through
corresponding sanctions will begin in the
analysis
that
cash
withdrawal and
first week of June this year.
transactions of the State, Joint Local
In a statement on Tuesday, HEDA Resource Government Accounts (SJLGA), nurture
Centre said the directive was long overdue. corruption and money laundering while
posing threats to good governance at the
"The decision of NFIU to enforce extant grassroots.
provisions of the law against meddling with
local government funds is a milestone in The directive is in line with the provisions of
the fight against institutionalised section 162 (6) (8)of the 1999 Constitution
corruption", HEDA's Chairman Mr as amended which stated that "State Joint
Local Government Account into which shall
Olanrewaju Suraju said in a statement.
be paid allocations to the local government
He said the decision of NFIU has its full councils of the state from the federation
backing.
account and from the government of the
state"
"We are with you. You have our support.
Local Governments are critical to the The section stated further that "The
livelihood of the poorest of the poor most amount standing to the credit of local
of who live in rural communities. Over the
//13//
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the above Pictures shows Madam Shade on her 50 Years
Birthday Anniversary, May, 2019

Miliki Abdul and family on Sallah Day Celebration
4th June, 2019

Miliki Children (Sherifat, Abubakar and Ibrahim)
on Sallah Day Celebration
4th June, 2019.
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Miliki, Barr. Idayat Hassan of CDD and others
during the 20 years Democracy Lecture,
organised by CDD on 11th June, 2019
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Panel of Discussants during the 20 years Democracy Lecture,
organised by CDD on 11th June, 2019
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Barr. Clemet Nwankwo and other participants during Post-2019 General
Elections Review, organised by Civil Society Situation Room, 29th April, 2019. Abuja
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government councils of a state shall be transfer", the Unit said.
distributed among the local government
councils of that state" and not for other Already, the guidelines have been released
purposes.
to the Governor of the Central Bank of
Over the years this provision has been Nigeria, the Chairman, Economic and
thoroughly abused by state governments Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), the
who often determine how LGs will spend Chairman, Independent Corrupt Practices
the funds to the detriment of local
Commission (ICPC) and Chief Executive
government and governance.
Officers of all Banks and other financial
The NFIU took the decision to meet global institutions.
best practices and avoid threats of isolating
the entire Nigerian financial system by They warned that any state government
other International financial systems due that is willing to seek any expert economic
to recurrent deficiencies in Nigeria's anti
advice in the unlikely event of the
money laundering and counter terrorism
guidelines constituting an inconvenience
financing implementation.
to the management of the state can work
The NFIU had said "it is no longer possible with the NFIU or the CBN.
to allow the entire system to suffer the
deliberate and expensive infractions or
violations by public officials and/or private
business interests.

"Henceforth, all erring individuals and
companies will be allowed to face direct
international and local targeted sanctions,
in order not to allow any negative
consequences to fall on the entire country"
It said that with effect from 1st June any
bank that allows any transaction from any
local government account without monies
first reaching a particular local government
account will be sanctioned 100%, both
locallyand internationally.
It further stated that a provision is also
made to the effect that there shall be no
cash withdrawal from any local
government for a cumulative amount
exceeding N500,000:00 per day.
"Any other transaction must be done
through valid cheques or electronic funds
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A REFLECTION ON 20 YEARS OF
DEMOCRACY IN NIGERIA.
By Mahmud Jega

Protocol.
The Fourth Republic differs from the three
previous Republics we had in Nigeria in several
respects.
For one, it is the longest. While the First
Republic lasted 5 years from Independence, the
Second Republic lasted four years and three
months while the Third Republic was
inconclusive. It had elected state governors,
state assemblies and even a National Assembly,
to which the AFRC ceded some
inconsequential powers including the power to
legislate on museums, monuments and public
libraries. However, the Third Republic never
had a civilian President. Even though a
presidential election was held on June 12,1993,
the Returning Officer, Prof Humphrey Nwosu,
did not declare the result until 15 years later, at
an awkward and legally inconsequential public
lecture inAbujain2008.
Two federal elections were held in the 1st
Republic, in 1959 and 1964; two were held in
the 2nd Republic, in 1979 and 1983, and 6 have
so far been held in the 4th Republic, in 1999,
2003,2007,2011,2015 and2019.
Throughout the 1st Republic there was only one
Prime Minister. Throughout the 2nd Republic
there was only one President. Throughout the
3rd Republic there was no civilian President but
there was a military President. In the 4th republic
however, we have had four civilian presidents
so far, even though two of them are former
Army Generals. We have had 6 presidential
transitions so far in this Republic, five of them
through elections and one after a death in office,
though three of them were from one person to
himself.
In fact, the unimaginable in Nigerian politics
happened in this Republic when a party ruling
at the federal level was defeated by the
opposition in a national election, and it
peacefully handed over power.
The quality of a Republic is a mishmash and
interplay of personalities and institutions. In the
Fourth Republic, some institutions have
exceeded the role prescribed for them by the
//17//

President Muhammed Buhari
Constitution. Many others fell below the role
prescribed for them by the Constitution, while
still other important elements, namely the
citizens and voters, totally misunderstood the
role prescribed for them by the Constitution.
The performance of different institutions in this
Republic is a mixed bag. Let's begin with the
most visible and most powerful institution in the
Fourth Republic, which is the Presidency.
The four presidents that we have had in this
Republic differ from one another in democratic
temperament, in tolerance of criticism, in anti
democratic short fuse, and in overarching
ambition to dominate the environment. While
some of them kept their political party on a short
leash, others dined with their political party with
a long spoon.
All four Presidents of the Fourth Republic are
better known for their frown than for their
smiles. Only one of them had the art of comic
relief. None of the four is famous for his
oratorical skills. Even though one of them is a
PhD, none of the four is regarded to be an
engaging intellectual, and certainly none of the
four qualifies as a Philosopher-King.
All four presidents are however united by a
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common dislike for the mass media, a common
suspicion of the National Assembly, a common
antipathy towards the Judiciary, a common
distrust of labour unions and civil society
groups, an abiding faith in foreign governments,
a deep respect for foreign corporations, foreign
newspapers and foreign associations; a common
love for attending ceremonial meetings abroad;
a common tendency to take citizens for granted;
and a common predilection to repeat the
mistakes of the past.
Since 1999, the Presidency has exceeded the
role and powers prescribed
for it by the Constitution.
Through the agency of
EFCC and ICPC, the
Federal Government
arrogated to itself the role
of bullying state and local
governments. At one time,
it used EFCC to force
some state assemblies to
impeach their governors
even when they fell short
of a quorum.
It is forever grabbing for
more power. One of the
biggest power snatches is
the arrogation by the
President of an unknown
role called Party header. In
that capacity, a president
M.K.O
determines the candidates
to field at all levels, even determined who is a
party member through “re-registration” in
which he handed over membership cards to
select individuals; invited people from other
parties to come into his party and become
candidates even after primaries were concluded.
At some point, the Presidency arrogated to itself
the power to dictate to INEC who should be
declared the winner of any election and how
many votes to allocate to that person. The
Presidency assumed the role of appointing
Principal Officers of the National Assembly, and
any NASS leader who tried to assert its
institutional independence was removed
through what was famously called “banana
peel.” More recently, state governors are up in
arms over a move by the Federal Government,
through NFIU, to bulldoze away the State/FG
Joint Account which is provided for in the

Constitution, even though it is one of the most
abused institutions of this Republic.
After the President, Ministers are the most
visible and most powerful faces of the
Executive. By now we have had hundreds of
ministers in the Fourth Republic. Ministers are
extremely visible in Nigeria and many
Nigerians assess the quality of an
Administration by the antecedents, sayings and
deeds of its ministers. In the last 20 years, some
ministers were extremely visible whereas many
others were easily forgotten.
Portfolio often has
much to do with it
because some
portfolios carry more
weight
and
responsibility than
others. However, a
minister's political
antecedents, energy,
political weight,
thoughtfulness,
presence of mind,
cheerfulness, language
fluency and media
savvy, not to mention
conception of visionary
policies and programs
and their successful
implementation, all
Ab IO la
count towards his/her
success.
From what I can gather in media and in private
discussions, National Assembly is the most
unpopular of Fourth Republic institutions. MPs
try to assert NASS' democratic standing by
saying it was the only one of the Big Three that
was abolished during military rule. This is also
its main excuse for observed weaknesses. I
suspect that NASS' relative openness counts
against it because the salary and allowances of
its members is publicly known, unlike that of
ministers and heads of key federal agencies.
Then also, the Nigerian public does not really
appreciate the importance of law making.
Nigerians generally do not see why it should
cost so much to make laws. This is
understandable because, unlike in other
societies where law is seen as all important, here
the law is seen as an inconvenience which
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should be circumvented or ignored. The general administration of justice, too much miscarriage
feeling therefore is that we are maintaining the of justice, too much corruption, too much
National Assembly at great expense when what discrepancy between what happens to a small
it is doing has little or nothing to do with the thief and what happens to a big one, slap in the
people's welfare.
wrist judgements where powerful people are
The conduct and utterances of some National involved [e.g. the pension thief Shu'aibu Teidi
Assembly members did not help matters. In who was fined N750,000 for stealing N21
1999 when NASS was freshly inaugurated and billion], ruthlessly partisan orders such as the
the newspapers reported that MPs would get judge who stopped the ANPP convention in
N3m each as furniture allowance, there was a 2001 hours before it started, which even
Obasanjo described as
loud outcry. Senator
wicked; too many interim
Chuba Okadigbo
injunctions, contradictory
appeared on NTA
orders by courts of
and said, “We are
coordinate jurisdiction,
here to alleviate
subservience of state high
poverty, not to
courts to state
spread it.”
governments, etc.
Other things that
Some of the problems may
gave NASS a bad
not be the fault of judges
image including
but that is how the public
budget delays,
sees it.
budget padding,
scandalous stories
Apart from the Presidency,
about oversight
State Governors are the
function, equally
next most powerful and
scandalous
the next most visible
allegations
actors in this Republic. I
regarding
must choose my words
constituency
carefully because some
projects, etc.
governors are listening to
this
discussion. However,
The worst claim
the power that state
ever to come out of
governors are exercising is
NASS, I think, was
beyond what the
in 2014 when it
Constitution envisaged.
defended its N150
Executive Director CDD
billion annual
The over concentration of
budget by
power in the hands of
comparing it to that of the Executive. This
governors, the total control of contract awards
happened around the time that then CBN and the virtual jettisoning of the Tenders Board
Governor Sanusi Lamido Sanusi said at a lecture and financial rules, the lush security vote, the
in Benin that the National Assembly consumed disregard for rules in civil service appointments
too much of the budget. One Assembly and sackings, the advisory nature of the budget
spokesman said that the National Assembly is
law in the sense that governors pick and choose
constitutionally equal to the Executive but that it what they want to implement; the ability of
took only 25% of the Federal Government's
governors to create and fund all manner of
recurrent budget whereas the Executive took unbudgeted projects; the usurping of local
government funds through the system of Local
75%.
As for the Judiciary, it has also not earned Government Joint Accounts; the virtual
popular respect in this Republic. This is perhaps jettisoning of the constitutional requirement that
because justice is much delayed, courts adjourn Local Governments should be run by
too many times, there is too much technicality in democratically elected councils; and the
relegation of state assemblies to rubber-stamp

IDAYAT HASSAN esq
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status are all powers not envisaged by the
constitution.
As for State Assemblies, I have already said that
most state assemblies in Nigeria are rubber
stamp and they contributed very little to our
democratic experience. Even though they have
enough powers under the constitution to check
the excesses of their governors, in practice they
have jettisoned these powers in favour of a
lapdog role. Trouble only comes when a
governor refuses to meet the MPs' insatiable
appetite for money, hajj seats, fertilizer,
contracts or safe return tickets.
All the governors who were impeached in the
Fourth Republic, in Bayelsa, Plateau, Ekiti, Oyo
and Adamawa, were only removed because the
Presidency bludgeoned and black mailed the
respective state assemblies to do so.
Local Government Councils: Of the three tiers
of government in Nigeria, local governments
have been the least assertive, the least impactful
and the least respected in this Republic. Many
factors are responsible for this but I think the
most obvious is the desire of state governors to
emasculate them in order to usurp their funds.
The funds allocated to local governments from
the Federation Account are nearly as much as
those allocated to the states, and governors are
visibly hungry for these monies.
Even though the Constitution requires that local
governments be run by democratically elected
leaders, this law is observed mostly in the
breach. Most of the time, local governments
across the country are headed by unelected
Caretaker Chairmen and Councils. This
situation perfectly suits the governors, because
unelected chairmen and councilors cannot assert
their right to their resources, of which they are
given only a small part. One state in Nigeria,
Anambra, did not hold local government
elections for 13 years, allegedly because of court
injunctions.
INEC is central to the health of Nigerian
democracy. I think INEC is one of the few
national institutions that has gained respect over
the years. From its lowest point in 2007 when it
organized probably the most fraudulent election
in the country's history, it has since redeemed
some its public respect especially because of
PVC and card reader. However, serious
problems remain in the area of logistics, the role
of some of its ad hoc staff, as well as suspected
partisanship in some areas by RECs who

connive with ruling parties in parts of the
country. INEC should also re-examine the order
of elections and must learn to speed up result
collation.
It is not good enough, for example, that in 1979,
presidential election was held on Saturday and
Shagari was declared winner at noon on
Thursday. Forty years later in 2019, election was
also held on Saturday and the result was
declared at dawn on Wednesday. That means we
gained only about 30 hours in 40 years. This,
despite the coming of fax machines,
photocopiers, personal computers, GSM, smart

DR. KAYODE FAYEMI
Ekiti State Governor

phones, emails, Wifi and social media.
SIECs: Compared to INEC, which at least gets
praised for certain things, SIECs are the
institutional sick babies of the Fourth Republic.
Almost no one takes them seriously, and there
are calls to transfer their function of conducting
local elections to INEC. This is because, in
almost every state where local election is
conducted, the ruling party in that state wins all
chairmanships and councillorships. The belief is
that there are no real elections and these seats are
simply allocated. It is also observable that the
100% sweep of some state ruling parties in local
elections did not translate into similar
performance in the general election conducted
by INEC. In fact, some riding parties at the state
level that swept local elections by 100% were
subsequently defeated in the general election.
Political parties: Compared to the political
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parties of the First Republic, which commanded Second Republic because the parties of that era
the life-long loyalty of their members; and were extremely effective and they
compared to the political parties of the Second overmobilised voters, unlike the parties of the
Republic, which were accused at the time of present day where people go in and out without
over-mobilising supporters, the political parties the slightest shame.
of this Republic are something else. They have
Other agencies and institutions that play crucial
no ideological direction, no policy platforms, no roles in the survival of liberal democracy in
solid cohesion and except for a few cases, no Nigeria include the security agencies, mass
charismatic leadership. You can't tell them apart media and CSOs including trade unions,
with respect to any policy or program.
women, youth and student organisations.
Right now, their
Together, these agencies
are crucial to the health of
number is also a
problem because
a democracy.
there are 93
The security agencies
registered parties in
place a lot of premium on
Nigeria, compared
protecting elected
to 5 in the 2nd and 2
leaders and other VIPs,
in the 3rd Republics.
but they place much less
Most of them are
premium of protecting
brief case political
the lives of ordinary
parties that are only
citizens or of respecting
there to cash in on
their civil liberties. The
the crises in major
quality of the democratic
parties. Their
Republic is marred by too
number is also
much extrajudicial
responsible for the
killing, too much illegal
length of the ballot
detentions, too many
paper; their number
accidental shootings, too
increases the
much detention without
possibility of
trial, too much prison
mistakes in printing
congestion, too
the ballot paper.
prolonged trials, too
The sheer number
much harassment of
and the similarities
citizens at checkpoints
of their logos also
and borders, too much
confuse especially
delay as well as too much
Mac-Arthur Foundation
illiterate voters, and
corruption in the criminal
their number is also
justice system. Women,
responsible for the unnecessary delay in result youths and other disadvantaged groups are still
counting and collation.
struggling to make some headway in this
The weakness of the Fourth Republic political
Republic. Democracy does not begin and end
parties is also responsible for the prominent role with voting but with civil rights, personal
that regional and ethnic groups have acquired in
freedoms, justice and accountability.
this Republic. Groups such as ACF, NEF,
Of the mass media in Nigeria, I will rather say
Afenifere, Yoruba Council of Elders, O’dua
less because I was already an editor when this
Peoples Congress, Ijaw National Congress, Republic began in 1999. Suffice it to say that the
Ohana'eze Ndigbo, Middle Belt Forum,
arrival of GSM phone technology and the later
Southern and Middle Belt Leaders Conference,
arrival of the internet and social media has
National Christian Elders Forum, MASSOB
completely changed the media landscape and
and IPOB are all filling the political vacuum left even editors now have little control over public
by political parties.
information. While social media has
All these organisations did not exist in the
democratized information flow and reduced the

DR. KOLE SHETIMA
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tyranny of editors, our society is still coming to
grips with the consequences of unedited
information flow.
As for CSOs, it has been another story of ups and
downs. Remarkably, trade unions in Nigeria
were more powerful under military rule than
they are now. NLC is now a shadow of its former
self. Some of the most powerful unions of 40
years ago such as Nigeria Union of Teachers,
Railway Workers Union, Dockworkers Union
of Nigeria and Civil Service Technical Workers
Union, are all shadows of their former selves.
Nigerian students, who 40 years ago were the
best organized, most vocal and most radical of
civil groups in Nigeria, are now reduced to
organizing events
to
award
governors with
Best Governor in
Education, Best
Governor in
Health etc.
awards.
Then there is the
Electorate. There
are now 84million
registered voters
in Nigeria but
despite all the
intense
mobilization,
only 29m turned up at the polls during the last
presidential elections. I have not yet seen a very
good explanation as to why this was the case.
If we extrapolate from the NBS national figures,
38% of these registered voters are illiterate and
fully 50% of them live in extreme poverty.
Among the remaining voters that are neither
illiterate nor poverty stricken, regionalism,
religion, ethnicity, kinship, personal friendship
and personal benefit are their top guides in
casting their votes.
A man can successfully contest for governor or
even for president in Nigeria without having a
program at all. No one will ask him or her what is
his program for education, health, economy,
infrastructure or welfare. In Nigeria therefore, a
man throws all his energy into getting elected
and after winning, he then constitutes a team to
work out a program. Needless to say, even this is
for show only because he will never really pay
//22//
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attention to that bureaucratically produced
program. Nigerian voters do not hold anyone to
any promise because there was none in the first
place.
What is the main measure of success and quality
in this Republic? In the early days of the Fourth
Republic, the concept of 'Dividends of
Democracy' was crafted or at least was
popularized by the first Information Minister,
Prof Jerry Gana.
This was defined as provision of roads,
electricity, water, hospitals and schools. As
some people quickly pointed out, even military
rulers could provide basic infrastructure. In fact,
some military regimes provided infrastructure
more efficiently
than politicians ever
did.
Luckily, the first six
years of this
Republic were
characterised by
high international
crude oil prices.
Although the FG did
little, state
governments built a
lot of basic
infrastructure and in
fact they saved this
Republic. In 2001
when Prof Jerry Gana organized what he called
Good Governance Tour to show case the
Dividends of Democracy, it was said that he and
his tour team only inspected state government
projects because the Federal Government had
no projects of its own to showcase.
The question to ask after 20 years is, is
democracy here to stay? In 1976 when the US
celebrated 200 years of its Declaration of
Independence, TIME magazine published a
special edition titled In Line Unbroken. It listed
one by one the long line of US Presidents since
1789, with the obvious boast that no unelected
person ever usurped the US Presidency in 200
years.
As we mark this 20th anniversary of the Fourth
Republic, we can also make a list of our
presidents and boast that it is In Line Unbroke.
Ours is however an unbroken line of four
people.
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I think liberal democracy survived in Nigeria
uninterrupted for 20 years not so much because demanding reform and democratisation. While
of its own evident success but because of the Western nations are making feeble protests, the
international situation, which is hostile to most influential foreign power in the country,
military and other types of unelected China, has not said a thing.
government.
In the long run therefore, if we desire to have
Back in the 1970s and early 1980s, any one of liberal democracy in Nigeria, we must prepare
Niger Delta militants' attack on oil installations, to do so on our own steam. Democracy in
Boko Haram insurgency, fanners/herders Nigeria can only be guaranteed by internal
clashes in the North Central states, IPOB successes. The most urgent one is to guarantee
secessionist agitation in the South East, internal security, without which nothing else
kidnapping/banditry in the North West, high- matters. If Nigerians continue to die in large
level
numbers in the
corruption in
hands of
government as
insurgents,
well
as
armed robbers,
electoral fraud
kidnappers,
is enough to
bandits,
invite a
militants,
government's
herders, farmers,
communal
overthrow.
warriors, cultists,
Nor should we
human
rely solely on
traffickers,
the
smugglers, drug
international
dealers and other
situation to
criminals, then
guarantee the
democracy as a
survival of
system of
liberal
government will
democracy in
LATE GANI FAWEHINMI ESQ
be discredited
Nigeria. This is
and no one will
because with
the rise of right-wing populist regimes in many raise a finger to save it when it is threatened.
Western nations, there is no guarantee that they Apart from security, I think the most urgent need
will continue to insist on upholding liberal is to build infrastructure and adopt policies that
democratic values in Third World countries. We will ensure rapid economic growth and
could easily be back to the 1950s, 1960s and transformation; if possible, double-digit
1970s when the Western Powers valued a economic growth sustained over several
tyrannical but pro-Westem regime much more decades. Right now, progress is held down by
than they valued a liberal democratic but non- our very high rate of population growth which
aligned one.
by far outpaces the rate of economic growth.
Besides, it increasingly looks like the days of the This means we are becoming poorer every year
current international order dominated by on a per capita basis.
Western values and nations are numbered. With A socio-economy in which 70% of the people
the increasing assertiveness of Russia; the live below the poverty line is not conducive for
steady rise of China to great power status and the the flourishing of liberal democracy, to put it
corresponding decline ofAmerican and Western mildly. Problems such as vote buying may never
dominance in the scheme of things, liberal be overcome when voters are so poor. A man
democracy may one day be an orphan on the who is desperately looking for what to eat today
international stage.
cannot be convinced by a sermon about the need
Imagine what is happening in Sudan, including to elect good leaders and wait for the dividends
the shooting of unarmed protesters who are later.
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PRESS RELEASE
NOTIFICATION TO OUR PARTNERS, ASSOCIATES
AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC OF AMENDMENT
TO OUR NAME AND STATUS.
It is gratifying to inform you of the
amendment to our name and status as we
grow in scope and expansion, it is an
interesting thing to us, our partners,
associate, Directors and Advisory council of
Centre for Human Rights and Conflict
Resolution based in Lokoja that has been in
existence since January 2000 is now been
upgraded with an amendment to its name as
Conscience for Human Rights and Conflict
Resolution (CHRCR) incorporated with a
status of limited by guarantee with RC No:
1582014. The basic change is the
incorporation status and the replacement of
Centre with Conscience starting from 6th
May, 2019.

IDRIS MILIKI ABDUL
Executive Director CHRCR

We shall now be known henceforth and referred and called Conscience for
Human Rights and Conflict Resolution (CHRCR). All our documents, contact
address such as Email, Facebook Page, Twitter, Website and Telephone numbers
remain the same. All necessary changes in our documents will be change to reflect
the current status.

The Following are our Contacts for communication:
Email: resolutioncentre@yahoo.co.uk, chrcrperspective@gmail.com
Website: www.resolutioncentre.ng
Tell: 08038884367, 09038115284
Facebook Page: CHRCRPerspective Twitter: @CHRCRPerspectiv
Whatsapp: 08155787862
Thanks foryour continuous support and collaboration.
Signed:

IDRIS MILIKI ABDUL,
Executive Director,
CHRCR,
Lokoja, Kogi State.
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KOGI STATE BUDGET ESTIMATES, 2019
EXPENDITURE DETAILS.

Kogi State Government
021500100100 MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE YEAR 2019
EXPENDITURE BUDGET DETAILS

Economic

Revised
Estimates 2018

Actual 2018

Budget 2019

520,530,087

289,367,897

605,889,678

520,530,087

289,367,897

605,889,678

13,000,000

5,827,600

13,000,000

50,000

0

50,000

22020204 ELECTRICITY BILL/CHARGES

150,000

50,000

150,000

22020205 TELEPHONE CHARGES

100,000

0

100,000

1,298,102

1,095,000

1,298,102

250,000

55,000

250,000

1,500,000

1,220,000

1,500,000

3,000,000

2,255,000

3,000,000

200,000

117,000

200,000

200,000

190,000

200,000

1,000,000

90,000

1,000,000

500,000

285,000

500,000

51,898

0

51,898

500,000

0

500,000

21010101 SALARY

Sub Total 1
OVERHEAD COSTS
22020102 TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT
22020203 WATER RATE

22020301 OFFICE STATIONERY/COMPUTER CONSUMABLE

22020344 ENTERTAINMENT, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND
HOSPITALITY
22020401 MAINTENANCE OF MOTOR
VEHICLE/TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT
22020402 MAINTENANCE OF OFFICE FURNITURE AND
FITTINGS
22020403 MAINTENANCE OF OFFICE BUILDING /
RESIDENTIAL QTRS
22020404 PURCHASE/MAINTENANCE OF
PLANTS/GENERATORS
22020409 WORKSHOP MAINTENANCE
22020501 LOCAL TRAINING
22020609 PURCHASE OF PRODUCE SEEDS
22020641 STATISTICAL INVESTIGATION AND DATA
COLLECTION ON UNICEF ASSISTED WATER & AND SANI.
PRJ. & OTHER GOVT. AGENCIES & NGOs
22020658 PROJECT MONITORING AND EVALUATION

200,000

125,000

200,000

22020679 OFFICE AND GENERAL EXPENSES

8,000,000

4,582,000

8,000,000

22020706 AGRIC TRADE SHOW

5,000,000

0

5,000,000

22021004 MEDICAL EXPENSES/REFUND (LOCAL)

500,000

411,000

500,000

22021005 POSTAGES AND COURIER SERVICES

200,000

11,000

200,000

22021020 HIV/AIDS PROGRAMM

200,000

0

200,000

22021076 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROGRAMME
22021202 SENSITIZATION EXERCISE FOR KOGI STATE
FARMERS

100,000

0

100,000

19,265,091

1,000,000

19,265,091

Sub Total 2
CAPITAL ESTIMATES

55,265,091

17,313,600

55,265,091

00010000060102 Crop Production/Value Chain
Development on Cassava, Rice, Cashew and Other Stable
Crops
00010000150102 Furnishing of burnt Office Block

2,500,000,000

0

1,000,000,000

3,000,000

0

3,000,000

200,000,000

0

100,000,000

00010000060104 Establishment 3 Mega Cassava Milling
Processing Machine (One in each Senetorial District)
00010000020101 Kogi State Land Development Board

50,000,000

0

50,000,000

00010000060105 Establishments Mega Rice Milling
Processing Machine (One in each Senetorial District)
00010000100101 Strategic Grains Reserve Scheme

60,000,000

0

0

10,000,000

0

0

00010000220101 Guaranteed Minimum Price

10,000,000

0

0

00010000010101 Provision of Extension, Commercial,
Technical Services and Infrastructural Development(ADB)
21 LGAs
00010000150101 Fencing of Area Office in Idah and
Kabba
00010000050101 Irrigation Scheme

20,000,000

0

20,000,000

10,000,000

0

0

150,000,000

0

150,000,000
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00010000010102 Procurement of Agricultural Inputs

100,000,000

0

100,000,000

00010000180102 Construction of Fertilizer Store

5,000,000

0

5,000,000

00010000270101 Livestock Development Project

200,000,000

0

180,000,000

00010000280101 Grazing Reserve Development

100,000,000

0

0

00010000030102 Rehabilitation of Existing Oil Palm
Project at Alloma, Kabba and Acharu
00010000040102 Agricultural Mechanization (Ministry of
Agriculture, Headquarters)
00010000070101 Agro-Allied Company Limited

100,000,000

0

100,000,000

500,000,000

23,600,000

1,000,000,000

50,000,000

0

50,000,000

00010000120101 Landscaping of Ministry of Agriculture

10,000,000

0

0

00010000250102 Avian Influenza Control and Response
00010000130101 Farmers Data Bank (21 LGAs)
00010000140101 State Agro Statistic Coordinating
Committee
00010000010103 Upgrading of Agric Training Centre at
Ochaja to College of Agriculture
00010000060101 Kogi State Accelerated Food Production
Programme (Rice and Cassava)
00010000090101 State Accelerated Industrial Crops
Programme
00010000110101 National Agricultural Insurance Scheme
(State's Contribution)
00010000200101 Women in Agriculture

1,000,000

0

1,000,000

20,000,000

0

20,000,000

1,000,000

0

1,000,000

50,000,000

0

100,000,000

100,000,000

0

25,000,000

10,000,000

0

0

10,000,000

0

10,000,000

100,000,000

0

100,000,000

00010000210101 Youth in Agriculture

100,000,000

0

100,000,000

00010000230101 Commercial Agricultural Scheme

200,000,000

0

0

10,000,000

0

100,000,000

50,000,000

0

50,000,000

00010000240101 FAO & Partner Programme
(UNDP/ADB/World Bank)
00010000250101 General Vet. Services/Construction of
Abottoir, Slaughtering Slab.
00010000300101 Completion of Fish Hatcheries Complex
00010000010105 Kogi State Agricultural Development
Project (ADP)
00010000060103 Kogi State Food Security, Government
Initiative (School Farm, Political & Civil Servant, Corpers
Farm)(SIP)
00010000170101 Provision of Funds to Farmers in the
form of Loans
00010000290101 National Bovine Tuberculosis
Programme
00010000230103 Mini Milling Processing Machine for
Rural Farmers (5 Pilot Schemes Per 3 Senatorial Districts)
00010000210102 Agro-Processing Productivity
Enhancement and Livelihood Support Expenses (APPEALS)
00010000030101 Establishment of Oil Palm Plantation
00010000160101 Cocoa Rehabilitation and Regeneration
00010000190101 Presidential Initiative on Fruit Tree
Crops (Functional and Effective)
00120000030132 Establishment of Cassava Ethanol Micro
Distillary Plants (4 Pilot Schemes)
00010000010104 Farmers Direct Inputs and Fertilizer
(SIP)
00010000110102 State Partnership on Agriculture
(BillGate and Others)
00010000090102 Green House Farming System
00040000010178 Nutrition and quality contral Contral
across the State
00010000240104 Fadama Counterpart Funding

50,000,000

0

5,000,000

150,000,000

0

150,000,000

504,835,000

0

450,000,000

100,000,000

0

0

5,000,000

0

5,000,000

50,000,000

0

50,000,000

500,000,000

0

0

100,000,000

0

100,000,000

5,000,000

0

5,000,000

0

0

0

0

0

0

585,000,000

0

450,000,000

10,000,000

0

10,000,000

200,000,000

0

200,000,000

10,000,000

0

10,000,000

60,000,000

60,000,000

0

280,000,000

0

0

50,000,000

0

50,000,000

0

0

500,000,000

Sub Total 3

7,389,835,000

23,600,000

5,310,000,000

Total

7,965,630,178

330,281,497

5,971,154,769

00010000040104 Procurement of Buldozer

00010000300102 Government Intervention to Fishermen
(SIP)
00010000090103 Kogi State Agricultural Revolution
Project
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CONSCIENCE FOR HOMAN RIGHTS AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION (CHRCR)
Whereas, the majority of the Nigerian Society suffering various forms of violence, conflict and indignity to their person?
Realising the need to campaign for the promotion of human rights and peaceful co-exisitence. The Conscience for Human
Rights and Conflict Resolution (CHRCR) based in Lokoja, Kogi State now replace the formal Centre for Human Rights and
Conflict Resolution as part of our growth and status the need to make expansion the Conscience now replace the Centre. The
Conscience for Human Rights and Conflict Resolution is incorporated Limited by Guarantee RC: 1582014 on 6th May,
2019.
NETWORKS

We are members of the following networks of organizations;
Electoral Reform Network (ERN), Freedom of Information Coalition (FOI), Network on Community Radio ( NCR), Citizen
Forum for Constitutional Reform (CFCR), Citizen Wealth Platform (CWP), National Coalition on Affirmative Action
(NCAA), Partners Against Violent Extremism (PAVE), Civil Society Network against Corruption (CSNAC), Budget
Monitoring and Advocacy Group (BMAG), PLAC/Situation Room, Global Network on Investigative Journalism (GNIJ),
Network on Police Report in Nigeria (NOPRIN), Network on Anti-corruption, Transparency and Accountability (NATA)
etc.

ORGANIZATIONALACTIVITIES

Our activities includes the following; Peace and conflict resolution, Elections monitoring/observation, Gender advocacy,
Voters education, Legislative lobbying and engagement, Budget Advocacy, Security and counter terrorism advocacy.
Our major instrument of advocacy is through the media engagement which include both print and electronic. We conduct
training, facilitation and we network with various organizations which includes but not limited to NGO/CSO, Labour Union,
Women Groups, Youth Association and Community Based Organisations. We also partner with National and International
Agencies.
Between 2009 - 2014, we introduce to the Kogi State Assembly GENDER AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY BILLS which
was passed in March 2014 into Law after rigorous lobbying. The Bill was the first in the Northern Nigeria and also the third in
the Federation as part of the effort to domesticate Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discriminations against
Women (CEDAW).
We also led the process that culminated in the passage of FREEDOM OF INFORMATION BILL (FOI) which was also
passed into law in 2013 to enhance transparency and accountability in governance, the first of its kind in Nigeria at State
level.

We co-ordinated Voters Registration Observations in the entire 21 Local Governments of the Kogi State in 2011 in
partnership with Alliance for Credible Elections (ACE).
We also co-ordinated for Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), it Anti-Corruption Revolution Anchor in the
North Central.
We work on Countering Violence Extremism (CVE)
We coordinated VOTE NOT FIGHT, ELECTION NO BE WAR, a voter's education prgoramme targeting the youths and
their influential against electoral violence in Kogi State during the 2015 General elections supported by National Democratic
Institute (NDI).
We also facilitated Foreign Observers for IRI in Kogi State during the Presidential and National Assembly elections.
Currently implementing a Project on Anti-corruption, Transparency and Accountability in Elections in partnership with
Yar'Adua Foundation with the support of MacArthur Foundation.
PUBLICATIONS

We research and published a book on the plight ofwidows in the Northern Nigeria titled WAILING WIDOWS.
Monthly publication ofTHE PERSPECTIVES Magazine.
Annual Budget Pull-Out of selected MDAs in Kogi State.
A Weekly Radio Programme on the Prime FM(101.5) by 9:00-10:00am, J imgbe - Lokoj a.
PARTNERS

We partners with the following organizations;
International Republican Institute (IRI), National Democratic Institute (NDI ), UNDP/DGD, Alliance for Credible Elections
(ACE), Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre (CSLAC), Institute of Peace and Conflict Resolutions (IPCR),Kogi State
House of Assembly, European Union Technical Assistance to Nigeria's Evolving Security Challenges
(EUTANS),Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC),International Centre on Counter terrorism (ICCT), Policy
and Legal Advocacy Centre (PLAC)/Situation Room, Citizen Wealth Platform (CWP), Centre for Social Justice (CSJ),
Yar'Adua Foundation and MacArthur Foundation.
SECRETARIAT ADDRESS:

Jelesinmi Memorial Plaza, 2, Chris Ali Close, by Muritala Muhammed Way, Lokoja, Kogi State, Nigeria.
Tel: 08038884367,09038115284 Website: www.resolutioncentre.ng E-mail: resolutioncentre@yahoo.co.uk
Facebook: CHRCRPerspective Twitter: @CHRCRPerspectiv
D-U-N-S No: 561346357
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OUR GOAL
Our goal is to institutionalise Anti-corruption, Transparency and Accountability
in Nigeria by ensuring necessary political commitment to deepen and spread
Anti-corruption Transparency and Accountability.
LITTLE THINGS MATTER

LITTLE ONES MATTER

Corruption does not seem harmful until it is too late

Education can help prevent corruption by fostering
a culture of integrity

It is often easy to ignore impacts of petty corruption
when they appear to be little more than
inconveniences. But collective permissiveness of
minor graft creates an enabling environment for
corruption to fester, resulting in a problem far more
difficult to solve.
Stop tolerating petty corruption. Pay attention to the
smallest signs of retail corruption in public service
delivery and be prepared to demand accountability
from government service providers.

FATALISM IS PARALYSING
Anti-corruption strategies are less likely to be successful
when entrenched practices are considered impossible
to overcome

Decades of unchecked corruption in Nigeria's public
institutions and a history of inept leadership have
destroyed public faith in governance and created a
sense of fatalism. Citizens are unlikely to be motivated
to combat corruption because experience suggests
that nothing will change.
The fight against corruption can be won. New
approaches must be adopted to create social
incentives for collection action against corrupt on.
Leaders must inspire faith in anti-corruption efforts by
implementing tangible reforms in public institutions.
Civil society and community leaders must develop and
promote a national social contract that rewards
accountability and enforces social sanctions for
unacceptable behaviour.

CHANGING OUR APPROACH TO
ANTI-CORRUPTION MESSAGING
Sensational messaging desensitizes the public to corruption

Traditional approaches to anti-corruption messaging in
Nigeria have been characterized by sensational
reporting of corruption cases involving huge amounts
of money or the use of extreme language to eliminate
undesirable behaviour. These kinds of messages risk
inducing apathy in citizens by reinforcing their sense of
powerlessness in the face of rampant corruption.
Anti-corruption messages must be carefully framed to
effectively communicate the negative impacts of
corrupt behaviour while empowering targeted
audiences to take practical and effective action. Pro
accountability actors must avoid the one-sizefits-all approach to anti-corruption messaging and
ensure that messages are assessed for effectiveness
before dissemination.

COURTESY

An effective way to tackle corruption is to teach
children to recognize it, reject it and condemn those
who tolerate it.
School curriculums must incorporate ethics and civic
education in the curriculum. Parents, teachers and
school administrators must recognize their
responsibility to shape the values of the next
generation by exhibiting high standards of integrity,
honesty and transparency in their actions.

REDESIGNING GOVERNMENT
PROCESS TO MAKE CORRUPTION
AVOIDANCE PRACTICAL
Doing the yvrong thing becomes a rational choice if doing
the right thing is too difficult

In Nigeria, avoiding corruption may not be the most
practical option. Governance processes are not
designed to be citizen- friendly. It is easy to fall afoul of
regulations because procedures are needlessly
complicated and poorly documented.
Complying with penalties for relatively minor
violations is unnecessarily difficult and creates
incentives for extortion by law enforcement
agencies.
Government must rethink and redesign routine
procedures for providing public services to ensure
they are citizen and business friendly. Options for
complying with penalties for minor violations should
include online platforms where citizens can lodge
complaints, dispute imposed penalties and report
instances of solicitation or extortion.

POLITICISING CORRUPTION CAN
DO MORE HARM THAN GOOD
Political bias in the fight against corruption undermines
public faith in anti-corruption efforts

In Nigeria, fighting corruption can be an excuse to
persecute political opponents. Government and its
anti-graft agencies are often accused of abusing their
power and being biased in choosing which
allegations of corruption to investigate or prosecute.
In several cases, court rulings are disregarded.
Fighting corruption is already a difficult mission. The
abuse of state power compounds Nigeria's
accountability challenge. The government must be
seen to be fair in applying sanctions and anti
corruption agencies must operate independently and
within the scope of the law.

CONSCIENCE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS & CONFLICT RESOLUTION (CHRCR)
RC: 1582014

FOR RIGHTS PROTECTION & PEACE BUILDING

Secretariat: Jelesinmi Memorial Plaza, 2, Chris Ali Close, by Murtala Muhammed Way, Lokoja, Kogi State.
Tel:

08155787862, 090381152841

facebookz^CHRCRPerspective I

e-mail:['>/1chrcrperspective(g)gmail.coml

Twitter:

Website: www.resolutioncentre.ng
Shehu Musa

Yar’Adua

Foundation

whatsapp:lj) 08155787862

I

@CHRCRPerspectivl

D-U-N-S No: 561346357

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Shehii Musa Yar’adua Foundation

